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  The home owned by Donna Rogers, 603 23rd Street, will be one 
of the featured homes on this year’s Broadway Historic District 
Association’s Mother’s Day Tour of Homes. Also open for the 
tour is one of the condominiums at the Murphy House Lofts. 

Mother’s Day Tour of Homes 
2002 Includes Victorian Fair 

  Broadway Historic District of Rock Island, Illi nois will host the 
annual Mother’s Day Tour of Homes on May 12, 2002 this year.  
A fine selection of five Victorian homes plus the Murphy House 
Loft Condominium development are being showcased this year. 
Visitors will enjoy the tour of the interiors of these historic homes 
and delight in their afternoon stroll through Rock Island’s premier 
historic neighborhood. 
  To many, Mother’s Day wouldn’ t be the same without the an-
nual tour of the beautiful homes and neighborhood of Broadway.  
New to the tour this is year is the Victorian Fair which will have 
demonstrations of Victorian era skil ls such as candle making, 
soap making, and rug weaving, including sales of the crafts.  
There will also be an old-fashioned cakewalk and pie-eating con-
test. These activities as well as refreshments, a shady resting area, 
and live music will be at “Broadway Square” located in the lot at 
20th Street and 8th Avenue. Other features of this year’s tour wil l 
be the costumed actors who will portray each home’s original 
owner.  A horse drawn carriage will add to the old-fashioned fes-
tivities and a historic trolley will run continuously through Broad-
way, with a narrated guide to the neighborhood.  Souvenir photos 
of visitors enjoying a Victorian tea, complete with Victorian hats, 
shawls and parasols, will be taken at Broadway Square. 
  The Tour of Homes is from 11 AM to 5 PM on Sunday, May 
12th.  Admission on the day of the tour is $10.00 donation per 
person, with free admission for children under 13 accompanied by 
an adult.  Tickets can be purchased in advance at a discounted 
price of  $7.00 at any of the Quad City area Eagle Food Centers. 
  Proceeds from the event wil l benefit the Broadway Historic Dis-
trict Association; a not-for-profit organization dedicated to edu-
cating visitors and residents about the history and architecture of 
the neighborhood. The Tour is not handicapped accessible.  Inte-
rior photos and video are prohibited.  For more information call 
(309) 786-5768 or visit www.broadwaydistrict.org. 

Continued on Page 2 

February Porch Party – Another Success 
  Broadway Historic District’s Ninth Annual Porch Party brought 
together 70 residents for a neighborhood-wide get-together on 
Sunday, February 24. 
 Guests visited two Broadway homes, receiving an invitation to 
the first house before the event.  Then, while at the party, they 
learned the location of their second destination. Guests enjoyed 
refreshments and neighborly conversation.   
 Special thanks go to this year’s party hosts:  Eric and Laurie Bel-
man; Ken and Amy Bratsch; Mark and Deb Holmes; Gary and 
Linda Rowe; and Loren and Colleen Simpson.   Event Chairman, 
Bob Braun, says the party reinforces the sense of community that 
makes Broadway a special place to live. “The annual porch party 
is one of the best ways we have found to help people get to know 
neighbors better.”   

Volunteers Needed 
 The Mother’s Day Tour Committee is seeking volunteers to 
“man” the homes and help at the added “Victorian Fair” this year.  
Baked goods are needed for the cake walk and pie eating contest 
as well as manpower to run games.  If you can spare a couple of 
hours on Mother’s Day to help with our biggest event of the year, 
please call Sue Carothers at 786-5768. 

Quad Cities Tour ism Fair – Saturday, Apr il 27 
 The Quad Cities Convention & Visitors Bureau will sponsor its 
inaugural Tourism Fair in the food court of SouthPark Mall on 
Saturday, April 27, between 10am and 5pm.  Enjoy live entertain-
ment, sign up for give-aways, and learn about tourism in the Quad 
Cities. Volunteers from Broadway Historic District, Keystone 
Neighborhood, Rock Island Preservation Society, and RI Preser-
vation Commission will be at the booth promoting Rock Island 
heritage tourism.     Stop by and celebrate tourism in the Quad 
Cities. 

Martha Dismer  Deb Magnuson  
Ed Hanna   Linda Rowe  
Sue Carothers  Bill Rowand  
Colleen Simpson  Bob Braun  
Kati Bushur   

Board meetings are normally held on the third Thursday of each 
month at the Broadway Presbyterian Church, 7th Ave & 23rd St.  
Meetings are open to all property owners and residents of the 
Broadway Neighborhood. Please contact a board member to con-
firm the time and date of the next meeting.  

The Broadway Board 

Broadway Historic District Association, Rock Island, IL 

Garden Share 
   This year’s garden share will be on Saturday, May 4, from 
10:00am – 1:00pm at the carriage house at 1032 21st Street 
(Charlie & Evie White’s).  Bring any extra plants from your yard 
that you’d like to share, and take what you like to add to your 
garden.  If your garden is just getting started and you have noth-
ing to share at this time, come over to pick from the selection.  
You’ ll get instructions on care of your plants, and will be able to 
share your garden clippings next year.  You’ ll also get the oppor-
tunity to meet neighbors. 

Linc-N-Ar ts  Needs Volunteers 
   “Step Into Time” is this year’s theme of Linc-N-Arts, an art en-
richment program. Its goal is to enable students and their famili es, 
as well as neighborhood residents, to experience the arts from lo-
cal artists. It wil l also help strengthen ties between the school and 
neighborhood residents.  
  Stepping Stones, a program that invites participants to cast their 
footprints into cement for a stepping stone path continues on April 
22nd, 25th, and 26th from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. each day. Community 
volunteers are needed for each session. If you can help at any of 
these sessions please contact Sue McDevitt  at 786-3600 to sched-
ule. 
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Mother’s Day Tour of Homes Continued 
 
Featured Homes: 
 
The George Oscar White House, 603 23rd Street  
(1872 Italianate) 
 This house has had its share of ups and downs, with its begin-
nings as a rental property. It then became home to local inventor 
and manufacturer George White, who added grand architectural 
detail to its design.  Over the next century it fell i nto great disre-
pair and was almost torn down. Now, after its complete restora-
tion, it is once again a graceful and attractive home, with beauti-
ful collections of antiques and collectibles, as well as Lincoln and 
Civil War memorabili a. (Donna Rogers, Owner) 
 
  The Leopold Simon-Willi am Sharp McCombs House, 842 19th      
Street (C.1885 Free Classic Queen Anne) 
  This home has one of the most attractive and historic interiors of 
Broadway homes. This circa 1885 Queen Anne home retains the 
fine detaili ng that is its legacy from its earliest owners.   The 
home was built by Leopold Simon, a partner first in Simon & 
Mosenfelder and then in Simon and Landauer, both men’s cloth-
ing stores known for fine tailoring and quali ty merchandise.  
Simon sold the home to Willi ams McCombs, owner of Young 
and McCombs Department Store.  The home has original stained 
glass, ornate fretwork, beautiful woodwork and many other 
unique details. (Dave and Carla Dacon, Owners) 
 
The Alexander Steel House, 725 19th Street  
(Circa 1880 Italianate) 
  This multicolored Italianate house is home to three generations 
of a family.  The great-uncle occupies a small apartment located 
in the original front parlor and dining room of the house.  His 
great niece and her family have renovated the rest of the home for 
their use.  Visitors will admire the harlequin patterned tile work 
and jewel toned detaili ng of the kitchen and the hand-painted clay 
tiles and arched shower, tub and vanity surrounds of the refur-
bished bath. (Cara and Gary Garcia, owners.) 
 

The Lucy Reynolds Channon House, 1710 Lincoln Court         
(1915 Craftsman) 
  This Craftsman bungalow was once buried under aluminum sid-
ing and an enclosed front porch, which hid its charm and design.  
After its Great Unveil ing in 1997, renovation began and now it is 
once again a jewel in Broadway.  A new kitchen and some room 
changes grace the interior, while a period style carriage house and 
terraced front yard enhance the exterior.  The panoramic view 
from the front porch is especially pretty at night when the lights of 
the Centennial Bridge shine over the Mississippi. (Diane Von Dre-
sky, owner) 
 
The Albert Dietrich Huesing House, 842 20th Street 
(Circa 1885 Italianate) 
  This was another Broadway home whose beauty was obscured by 
aluminum siding and an enclosed front porch.  A Great Unveil ing 
in 1999 was a first step to its return to its original beauty.  Now the 
exterior is highlighted with a multicolored paint scheme that draws 
the eye to the architectural details of the home.  The home was 
originally built in about 1885 for Albert Dietrich Huesing, a 
prominent Rock Island businessman and alderman. His name is 
still familiar in the region today through a bottling business he 
founded that retains his name, the A.D. Huesing Company, dis-
tributors of Pepsi products.  (Deb and Paul Magnuson, owners) 
 
(For more information about The Great Unveil ing visit 
http://www.broadwaydistrict.org/unveil ing.htm) 
 
The Anastasia Murphy House, 2207/2209 7th Avenue 
 (1879 Second Empire) 
  The Anastasia Murphy House is open to visitors as an added bo-
nus. This brick double house, built between 1877 and 1879, is 
Second Empire style.  The interesting roofline is made especially 
dramatic with the six triangular openings that pierce the mansard 
roof, each protecting a window above the two projecting bays. The 
English basement raises the structure to a full four stories.  The 
Tuscan Group is converting the structure into four two-story Chi-
cago-style lofts, with a museum quality restoration of the exterior.   
Visitors to the 2001 Mother’s Day Tour of Homes were able to see 
the home just as the Tuscan Group prepared to revitalize the build-
ing.  All were dismayed to see the deterioration of the striking 
property.  This year’s opportunity to see a finished condominium 
will be an exciting change from the stark conditions of just a year 
ago.  (The Tuscan Group, LLC, owners) 

Clean Up the Neighborhood!  
  Company is coming and it©s time to spruce up the neighborhood.  
May 12th is the day our neighborhood wil l be on display.  Let©s 
put our best foot forward for our visitors.  The Mother©s Day Com-
mittee asks that yards be mowed and holiday decorations taken 
down.  If you have trash or junk that needs to be removed, please 
take advantage of Rock Island’s Spring Clean Up Week April 22-
26. Brush and yard waste will be collected Monday, April 22, 
only.  Please do not mix yard waste with regular household waste. 
It will not be taken if mixed.  The City also will not pick up large 
appliances or tires. Call 1-800-917-1969 for disposal of this type 
of item.  For more information about Clean Up Week, contact the 
Public Works Department at 732-2200. 

Broadway on the Web...www.broadwaydistr ict.org 

The Lucy Reynolds Channon House, 1710 Lincoln Court , owned 
by  Diane Von Dresky is one of the featured homes on this year’s 
Mother’s Day Tour of Homes.  


