
Broadway Hi stor ic Di str ict Associat ion, Rock Island, IL 

BROADCAST 
August 2000 Volume 2 Issue 3 

National Register of Historic Places 1998 

   Twenty  new “Renovation in Progress” signs will be available to  
be displayed in front of homes in the Broadway District.  Any one 
wanting a sign  to display during renovation should contact Deb 
Magnuson  (786-3927) or John Tingle (786-9392). 

   The Mother’s Day Tour of Homes 2000 was a great success. 
About 1100 people visited all six homes. The second floor of 
many of the homes was open. Because of the good response, sec-
ond floor tours are in the plans for next year. The trolley was kept 
busy all afternoon, and everyone enjoyed the historical talks on 
the trolley. Both food vendors were also busy and had a good turn 
out. A big thanks to all the residents of the neighborhood for their 
help in cleaning up and fixing up for the walk as well as volun-
teering to help in the homes. 
   Any homeowner wanting to be on the tour for next year’s 
Mother’s Day Tour as well as the Holiday Tour in mid-December 
should contact Kathy Matherly at 788-9333. 

   A Broadway “Mixer” will be held September 24 from 1:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. at 8th Avenue & 20th Street. The menu is BBQ pork, 
chicken, hot dogs, potato salad, baked beans, and a fruit bowl. 
There will be cake for dessert and coffee and lemonade will be 
served.  Bring your own lawn chairs, blankets or other drinks.  
The cost will be $2.00 for adults and $1.00 for children.  Please 
RSVP to Kathy Matherly at 788-9333. 

The Broadway Board 
 
Sue Carothers  Diane Oestreich   
Martha Dismer  Bill Rowand  
Ed Hanna   Colleen Simpson  
Kathy Matherly  Yvonne Tingle  
Bob Braun   
 
Board Meetings are usually held on the third Thursday of each 
month. If you wish to attend a meeting, please contact a board 
member for the time and date for the next meeting. 

   New historic style street lighting will be installed on 17th Street 
as part of a major reconstruction project.   The new lights will be 
placed every 75 feet (staggered, on either side of the street) in-
stead of every 400 feet, standing about 14 feet tall instead of 25 
feet.  This will result in a much more attractive streetscape as 
well as providing more safety.  The spread of light will be closer 
together and below most tree branches, increasing the amount of 
light that reaches the sidewalk and curb.   This translates to better 
visibility and safety for both pedestrians and autos.  These street 
lights are being installed by the city as a pilot program to interest 
Rock Island neighborhoods in converting the existing wood pole 
lights to the safer, more pleasant street lights.  The city will par-
ticipate in a cost-sharing program with interested neighborhoods.  
The terms of the cost sharing have not yet been determined, but 
will be negotiated as groups come forward to request the im-
provements in their own neighborhoods. 
   Seventeenth Street is due to have major road reconstruction, 
starting in mid-September.  Plans include replacement of the 
sewer, new curbs and gutters, and new asphalt overlay.  While 
the improvement to our neighborhood’s infrastructure is wel-
come, we wil l also have to deal with the short-term inconven-
ience.  The street will be closed for about two months in order to 
complete the project within this construction season.  Traff ic can 
be expected to substantially increase on 20th Street as a result.   
Please keep safety first as you travel our neighborhood streets.  
By keeping our speed down we force all visitors to travel at a 
safe speed. Slow ‘em down and give them an opportunity to see 
and appreciate all of our beautiful homes. 
   Next Spring, the reconstruction will continue, though without 
disruption of traffic.  Shive-Hattery Engineers and Architects, 
Inc. will be evaluating opportunities to add landscape features on 
17th Street, which will be implemented in the Spring planting 
season. 

New Lighting for 17th 
Street Planned in Project 

Celebrate Our Success at 
Broadway Mixer 

Mother’s Day Tour--Great! 
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   A friend and neighbor, Nona Willi ams, passed away on July 26, 
2000.  Nona was a founding member of the Broadway Historic 
Area Association and was a vital force in the efforts to revitalize 
and organize our neighborhood.  She was also honored as a pres-
ervation activist throughout Rock Island.  Her motto-  
Live Well , Laugh Often, Love Much. We will miss her. 

   The Rock Island Beautification Commission presented "Tell on 
Your Neighbor Awards" on July 24th.  Among those honored was 
Broadway's own, Pepe and Angie Conicella at 1227 20th Street. 
The commission sponsors the contest to recognize residents who 
show pride in their homes and neighborhoods by keeping 
exceptionally neat and well-maintained yards with beautiful 
plantings. Rock Island residents nominated contestants, and the 
beautification commission toured the sites and selected winners.  
   Congratulations Pepe and Angie, and thank you from all your 
neighbors!  
   Thanks, too, to the anonymous neighbor who appreciated their 
lovely yard and hard work and thought to make the nomination! 

   Bob Braun has accepted an appointment to fill a vacated term on 
the BHDA Board of Directors.  Bob is an architect with the firm 
Scholtz, Gowey, Gere, Marolf, Architects. He and his wife, Barb, 
live at 1038 21st Street and can often be found strolli ng the 
neighborhood.  We anticipate that he will bring a greater apprecia-
tion of our architectural treasures to the Association. 

Bob Braun Fill s Vacancy on Board 

Broadway Resident Honored 
with Beautification Award 

In Passing... 

   Six new townhomes are expected to be completed by early next 
year in the Broadway Historic District of Rock Island. 
Rock Island Economic Growth Corp has plans to build four 
attached townhomes at 936, 938, 942 and 944 22nd St. It also 
plans to build two attached townhomes at 900 and 902 17 th St. 
Designed by Gere Dismer Architects, the homes' brick facades 
will blend into the neighborhood. 
   Two homes on 22nd Street will be sold at market value, while 
the other four will be restricted to households with incomes below 
certain levels. A family of four, for example, can make up to 
$37,100 to quali fy. 
   The project's goal is to draw low-income households into home-
ownership by providing financial support and promoting eco-
nomic diversity among residents, according to RIEGC housing 
director Brian Hollenback. 

New Townhomes Slated 
For Broadway 

   The nominating committee for the election to be held in October 
has been appointed.  Serving on the committee are: Sue Carothers 
(786-5768); Deb Magnuson (786-3927); and Bob Braun (788-
1769).  
   The committee’s function is that of advising and helping persons 
who may be interested in serving on the BHD board.  Please con-
sider running for the board and getting involved with your 
neighborhood. We always welcome new faces.  

Nominating Committee Appointed 


