
August 2002 Volume 4 Issue 3 

National Register of Historic Places 1998 BROADCAST 

Martha Dismer 788-0823 Deb Magnuson 786-3927 
Ed Hanna  794-1712 Linda Rowe 788-8858 
Sue Carothers 786-5768 Bill Rowand 788-2473 
Colleen Simpson 793-0067 Bob Braun 788-1769 
Kati Bushur 786-2496  

Board Meetings are usually held on the third Thursday of each 
month. If you wish to attend a meeting, please contact a board 
member for the time and date for the next meeting. 

The Broadway Board 

Broadway Historic District Association, Rock Island, IL 

  Attendees of the Mother’s Day Tour of Homes 2002 wait for the 
trolley while others are preparing to tour the home of Cara and 
Gary Garcia. In spite of the cloudy weather, the attendance for this 
year’s event was very good. 

  Wednesday, July 17, 2002 the BHDA Board Members and 
spouses met with Mayor Mark Schwiebert, Chief of Police Terry 
Dove and Alderman Evie White.  The Board had requested an 
informal meeting to share with city officials our concerns regard-
ing properties that are ongoing sources of aggravation and/or 
trouble.  Topics ranged from tenants who perpetually put their 
garbage out after the collection has been made to properties that 
verge on being derelict. 
 The positive aspect of property ownership is that it is private 
property and most of the laws exist to protect that ownership.  
The flip side is that it is very difficult with the current laws and 
ordinances to take action against owners who allow their property 
to fall into disrepair, or lease to tenants who have a lifestyle at 
odds with the rest of the neighborhood. 
 Mayor Schwiebert noted that it might be possible to tweak the 
ordinances to take into account some of the problems detailed in 
the discussion. 
 Chief of Police Dove assured the group that the department is 
aware of the problem residents, whether owners or tenants.  He 
will identify an officer who will be assigned to our neighborhood 
as part of the Community Oriented Policing program.  This offi-
cer will be the connection and advocate and will meet with the 
neighborhood at the monthly board meetings as requested. The 
Chief will work with the board to set up an initial meeting with 
the officer assigned to Broadway. 
The Chief also reminded us that a program is being started which 
would train community residents to serve as civilian observers.  
This would require a commitment of 16 hours a month in patrol-
ling the city as additional eyes and ears to the police department.  
Three of the group signed up for the training. 
 This was a very positive meeting and it is expected to be the 
starting point for an even better Broadway neighborhood. 

Broadway Board Meets 
With City Officials 

THE BROADWAY HISTORIC DISTRICT ASSOCIATION 
Would like to offer Special Thanks to those who made the 2002 
Mother’s Day Tour of Homes a success: 
 Homeowners: 
Donna Rogers, Paul and Deb Magnuson, Dave and Carla Dacon, 
Diane VonDreskey, Gary and Cara Garcia, The Tuscan Group 
 Our Sponsors: 
A.D. Huesing Company, Anonymous - A Friend of Broadway, 
Ben Farrar & Co., Gateway Haircare, Hodgson Funeral Home, 
Ruud Scovil & Marsh, Sanitary Cleaners of Rock Island, South 
Park Bakery, Sweet Pea’s Garden, The Tuscan Group, Thomas W. 
Hammar, Wheelan Funeral Home, Charlie’s Place - lunch for the 
homeowners, City of Rock Island – Use of city lot, “Broadway 
Square” , County Waste Systems – Sanitation facilities, Deere & 
Co. - Gators, Eagles Country Markets – Advance ticket sales, 
Lamp’s Florists – floral arrangements for the homes, Loud Thun-
der Medical Billing – carriage rides & no parking signs 
 The Mother’s Day Tour Committee: 
Deb Magnuson, Chairman ; Sue Carothers, Co-Chairman 
Laurie Belman, Martha Dismer, Jan Hood, Ed Horton , Jim Oreolt, 
Charlotte Peterson, Bob Replinger, Stacey Replinger, Mary Littig, 
Nancy Hanna, Ed Hanna 
Donna Rogers, Chairman – Victorian Fair 
 Volunteers: 
Our volunteers, without whom the tour could not take place  
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  The Pie-Eating Contest was a big hit at this year’s Mother’s Day 
Tour of Homes. Local celebrities, Broadway residents and guests 
all participated in the fun event.  

Nominations Sought for Board 
  Deb Magnuson, Linda Rowe and Mary Littig were appointed to 
the nominating committee at the June Broadway board meeting.  
Present directors Bill Rowand, Bob Braun and Colleen Simpson 
are at the end of their terms and are running for re-election. 
  Anyone interested in serving a three-year term on the board of 
directors is urged to contact one of the members of the nominating 
committee. 

Mother’s Day Tour Huge Success 
  Despite inclement weather, this year’s Mother’s Day Tour 
proved to be another great success. Cloudy and rainy weather got 
the day off to a slow start, but by noon the trolley was packed 
with visitors and the homes were busy. Committee members and 
volunteers could be spotted taking tickets and answering ques-
tions. Actors were in costume and greeted visitors as they entered 
the homes. 
  The Victorian Fair, an added feature this year, proved to bring 
more people to “Broadway Square.”   The pie eating contest, cake 
walk, children’s games, and Victorian-era crafts, which were part 
of the fair, proved to be a benefit and something we hope to see 
grow each year. 
  Tour Chairman, Deb Magnuson, could be heard saying all of the 
work had been worth it to “show-off”  our neighborhood.  Thanks 
to the volunteers and everyone who had their properties looking 
good for the tourists. 

HGTV To Feature Rock Island Homes 
 
Three Rock Island homes were chosen to film for the Home & 
Garden Television (HGTV) popular program, “ If Walls Could 
Talk.”  
   Producers of the program sent out notices through various out-
lets indicating they were looking for interesting stories about arti-
facts that current homeowners have uncovered in or on the prop-
erty from previous owners.  Seven homeowners responded, and 
three were chosen, two of which are in the Broadway neighbor-
hood. The Rock Island Preservation Society coordinated the ef-
fort.    
   Objects at the home of George Henning, 741 34th Street, in-
cluded an early 20th century carpenter’s cottage, used by the Bar-
tholomew family, to interesting bottles in the basement. 
   Dave and Carla Dacon, 842 19th Street, were busy getting ready 
for the Mother’s Day Tour, but took time to be filmed for the pro-
gram. The letters and documents of Leopold Simon and his wife, 
Becky Mosenfelder, were submitted by the Dacons. Leopold’s 
citizenship papers which were dated 1873, and Leopold and 
Becky’s marriage certificate dated 1878 were among the artifacts. 
   Jeff and Martha Dismer, 817 23rd Street, not only filmed for 
HGTV, but were also featured on “Paula Sands Live”  which runs 
weekdays on KWQC-TV6.  Paula interviewed the Dismers about 
their experience with HGTV, and showed some of their discover-
ies.  Martha was more than happy to show a beaver coat and auto-
graph collection that belonged to “Aunt”  Grace Simmons Welch 
Swanick, who lived in their house from the 1920’s until her death 
in 1989. 
   The segments featuring the Rock Island homes are scheduled for 
airing in September,  January, and March. 


