Broadway Boulevard
| mprovement Program

This year's Vision Meeting put emphasis on improving the ap-
pearance of Broadway, including expanding the corner planting
programs, filling out the tree canopy along the boulevards, and
improving sidewalks. With those goals in mind, BHDA will util-
ize programs already available through the City of Rock Island
and help pay for the improvements. The Broadway Boulevard
Improvement Program will help pay for the sidewalks and trees,
reducing the cost to the homeowner to just 25% of the total cost.

Broadway Budgets $1000 towards the
Sidewalk Replacement Program

The City of Rock Island offers the 50/50 Sidewalk Replacement
Program as a cost sharing measure for its citizens. This program is
offered each year and continues as long as sufficient funds are
available. This program allows property owners to pay just 50% of
the cost to replace existing sidewalks in the public right-of-way
which have deteriorated. Engineering Division staff will determine
what sections of public sidewalk and curb qualify for this pro-
gram.

To participate in the 50/50 Sidewalk Program, property owners
must call the Engineering Division of the Public Works Depart-
ment at (309) 732-2200. Job parameters and cost will be deter-
mined and then a bill will be sent to the property owner to cover
50% of the cost. When the City has received payment from the
property owner and the BHDA, the work will be scheduled.

As part of the Broadway Boulevard Improvement Program,
BHDA will pay for 25% of the cost of the sidewalk improvement
(one half of the Broadway property owner’s cost of the program).
If interested, participants must notify Broadway board member
Jeff McKinley at 793-1060 that they wish to take advantage of the
Broadway Boulevard Improvement Program. Then they must con-
tact the Public Works Department to get the process started.
When the bill for the property’s cost is ready to be returned with
payment, Broadway will cover one half of the property owners
cost. Payment will be made to the City of Rock Island. This pro-
gramwill be offered on a“ first come, first serve” basis and will
be limited to a total of $1,000. All participants must have paid
their portion of the bill between July 1, 2003 and June 30, 2004.

Broadway Budgets $600 towards Tree
Program

The Plantings Committee will be contacting some Broadway
property owners with special incentive to participate in the City’s
50/50 Tree Program. The BHDA has allocated $600.00 for Tree
Replacement on Broadway boulevards and will be offering to pay
25% of the cost of the tree (one half of the property owner’s cost
of participating in the city’ s 50/50 Tree Program). If you are inter-
ested in being considered for this program, contact Jeff McKinley
at 793-1060.

For more information about the City of Rock Island’ s sidewalk
and tree programs, visit
www.rigov.org/citydepartments/publicworks or call Public Works
at 732-2000.
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All Aboard for Whitewater Junction

All Broadway Neighbors are invited to the
Broadway Pool Party on

Sunday, August 24™

from 6 to 8 PM.

Enjoy al the exciting water features at the new aquatic center in
Longview Park. The Broadway Historic District Association has
rented the entire facility for a private party for just the Broadway
neighbors. Whether you prefer to relax poolside or take fast rides
down the dlides, plan on spending the evening with your
neighbors. Lemonade and snacks will be served. Admission is
free and limited to Broadway residents. Rain date is Sunday, Au-
gust 31%. For more information, call Martha Dismer at 788-0823.
Please note: All children must be accompanied by a responsible
adult.

Property Tax Assessment Freeze

Rehabilitating your older home is rewarding in many ways, and
with the Property Tax Assessment Freeze homeowners may be
eligible for financial incentives that make the work even more
attractive.

The Property Tax Assessment Freeze Program provides tax in-
centives to owner-occupants of certified historic residences who
rehabilitate their homes. Because the Broadway neighborhood is
registered on the National Register of Historic Places, all resi-
dences within Broadway’s boundaries are eligible for the pro-
gram.

Through the Property Tax Assessment Freeze Program, the as-
sessed valuation of the historic property is frozen for eight years at
its level the year rehabilitation began. The valuation then is
brought back to market level over aperiod of four years.

For more information contact City of Rock Island Community &
Economic Development department at 732-2900 or visit
http://state.il.us/hpal/ps/taxfreeze.htm

The Broadway Board

Martha Dismer 788-0823 Deb Magnuson 786-3927
Ed Hanna 794-1712 LindaRowe 788-8858
Sue Carothers 786-5768 Bill Rowand 788-2473
Mary Littig 793-1865 Bob Braun 788-1769
Jeff McKinley 793-1060

Board Meetings are usually held on the third Thursday of each
month. If you wish to attend a meeting, please contact a board
member for the time and date for the next meeting.
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The Broadway Historic District Association purchased a new sign
this spring for the Broadway “Green Space” at the corner of 23rd
Street and 7th Avenue. Installing the sign were from left: Dan
Carothers, Ed Hanna and Paul Magnuson. In the foreground are
two “Broadway Neighbors’ who were there to observe the project.

Bike Safety Rodeo Planned

Bike on down to the parking lot at Broadway Presbyterian
Church (7" Avenue and 23 Street) on Saturday, Sept. 20th from
1:00 to 3:00 p.m. for Broadway’s Bike Safety Rodeo. Members
of the new Bike Patrol of the Rock Island Police Department will
demonstrate their skills and talk about our community’s newest
crime-fighting force. Members of the Senior Volunteer Patrol will
be on hand to register bikes. (Did you know that hundreds of sto-
len or abandoned bikes are picked up in Rock Island each year,
but are not able to be returned to their owners because they are not
registered? Don't let your bikes be added to the list.) Get the
kids, strap on your bike helmets and bike on down to the rodeo!
There is no charge for the event or for registering your bikes.
There will also be door prizes and refreshments. For information,
call Sue Carothers at 786-5768.

Own a Piece of Broadway

Have you noticed that the street sign toppers now say Broadway
Historic Digtrict instead of Area? The old toppers are available
for purchase at $10.00 each. The signs have even been identified
as to which corner they have perched above for the last 10 years,
so you may be able to own the topper from your very own corner.
Contact Sue Carothers at 786-5768 for availability and purchase a
bit of history.

Timefor aLocal District?

A growing number of Broadway neighbors are interested in look-
ing into having Broadway designated a Local District. Some re-
search into the benefits and procedures of the designation has be-
gun. If you are interested in knowing what this designation
would mean to you or if you would like to be part of the process,
contact Deb Magnuson at 786-3927.

Mother’s Day Tour 2003 ...Cool, Blustery
The blustery, unseasonably cool weather didn’t keep the visitors
away from Broadway on Mother's Day. Even with the gusty
winds, people flocked to see our beautiful homes and neighbor-
hood. While total numbers were down, overall attendance was
high with over 900 paid admissions.

Our thanks to homeowners Gary and Linda Rowe of 1231 21%
Street; Norm and Louise Shultz of 1230 22" Street; Dean and
Stephanie Thomer of 901 21% Street; Bill and Wendy Rowand of
536 23" Street; Jeff McKinley and Dan Clem of 541 23" Street;
and the Tuscan Group of 2207-09 7" Avenue for opening the
doors of their homes for Broadway’s annual tour. Even after an
exhausting day of greeting visitors at their homes, these gracious
hosts stated that it was a rewarding experience. “Everyone is so
complimentary. They enjoy seeing the homes, discussing the
renovation process and decorating. Even though it was very
windy many commented on the landscaping”, said Gary Rowe.
Jeff McKinley said, "The majority of commentsinvolved the vari-
ous colors we used in our home and how impressed they were. So
many people are afraid of vibrant colors but really respond posi-
tively to them when they see them used in real settings.”

Thanks to the many volunteers who helped on Mother's Day.
The Mother’s Day Tour of Homes would be impossible to pull off
without the many volunteers! Special thanks also go to the com-
mittee members who organized this year’s event and maintained
their enthusiasm even as the tent at Broadway Square literally
blew away.

Deb Magnuson, Tour Chairman, reports that visitors praised the
event but asked that the weather be better for next year. She also
reports that one Broadway home is already signed up for the 2004
Tour of Homes and invites other interested homeowners to contact
her now, so that the Tour Committee can answer their concerns.

Nominations Sought for Broadway Board
Three of the nine positions on the Broadway Board will be up for
election at the October 16" Neighborhood Meeting. If you are
interested in running for one of these positions or would like to
nominate a neighbor, please notify Bill Rowand at 788-2473. He
will also be able to answer any questions about the duties of a
Board member.

Interested in getting involved but not ready to jump right into a
board position? There are plenty of ways to participate! Call one
of the board members for committee reports or join in at the
monthly meetings. Board meetings are held at 7:00 pm on the
third Thursday of each month at Broadway Presbyterian Church.
(Cadll one of the board members to confirm the time & place, just
incase.)

Neighborhood Safety

A window left open to catch a breeze... agarage door gjar as yard
work is done...bikes scattered in the front yard as kids play in the
back. Could look tempting to a passing troublemaker, couldn’t it?
What stands between you and that troublemaker?  Your
Neighbors! Be on the alert for each other. Pay attention to your
neighbors property and note any suspicious activities. And ask
them to do the same for you.

The Community Caring Conference is a great resource for setting
up a Neighborhood Watch and a Block Club. Contact

CCC at 786-0345 to get your block organized.

Broadway on the Web...www.broadwaydistrict.org



