
June  2004 Volume 6 Issue 3 

� � ��� � � ��	 
 � �� �
 
 �� ��� �� �� 
 �� �� �� � 
 � �� � � � � BROADCAST 

Martha Dismer 788-0823 Deb Magnuson 786-3927 
Ed Hanna  794-1712 Linda Rowe 788-8858 
Sue Carothers 786-5768 Bill Rowand 788-2473 
Colleen Simpson 793-0067 Bob Braun 788-1769 
Kati Bushur 786-2496  

Board Meetings are usually held on the third Thursday of each 
month. If you wish to attend a meeting, please contact a board 
member for the time and date for the next meeting. 
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Martha Dismer 788-0823 Deb Kuntzi 786-3927 
Ed Hanna  794-1712 Linda Rowe 788-8858 
Sue Carothers 786-5768 Bill Rowand 788-2473 
Mary Littig                  793-1865 Bob Braun 788-1769 
Jeff McKinley             793-1060  

Board Meetings are usually held on the third Thursday of each 
month. If you wish to attend a meeting, please contact a board 
member for the time and date for the next meeting. 
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  Rock Island Mayor Mark Schwiebert, right, presents an award 
from the Rock Island Preservation Society to Dan Carothers, left, 
and Ed Hanna of the Broadway Historic District Association before 
the city council meeting Monday, May 17, 2004.. The award was in 
recognition of the association restoration of the brick sidewalk on 
23rd Street between 6th and 7th Avenues. 

  The Broadway Historic District Association was honored with a 
award from the Rock Island Preservation Society for the restoration 
of the brick sidewalk on 23rd Street between 6th and 7th Avenues. 
The award was presented by Rock Island Mayor Mark Schwiebert 
before the city council meeting Monday, May 17, 2004. The restora-
tion project was completed in the Spring of 2003. 
  This award recognizes a very special and productive project initi-
ated by the Board of Directors of the Broadway Historic District to 
restore one of the few public brick sidewalks remaining in Rock 
Island.  The 100-foot long, 5-foot wide, sidewalk, adjacent to a 
greenspace that is privately owned but maintained for the use of 
Broadway residents, had slowly sunk below the level of the sur-
rounding land. 
  The Board used this restoration as an opportunity to educate those 
who want to learn how to lay brick sidewalks or patios.   With help 
from volunteer expert Dan Carothers of Kodiak Site Contractors, 
Inc., the sidewalk was restored by lifting the bricks, leveling the 
surrounding boulevard area, adding a stable substrate, relaying the 
bricks and finally sweeping sand into the interstices. 
  The City of Rock Island played a major role by waiving permit 
fees and by providing the fine gravel substrate.   Mr. Carothers and 
Kodiak provided the equipment to remove the bricks, level the site, 
and spread and compact the substrate.   
  All this work was just preparation for the time and labor intensive 
brick laying.  About 2000 bricks weighing several pounds each were 
lifted and carefully placed.  It took a few weekends and many vol-
unteers both from Broadway and other Quad City communities.    
Neighbor and Board member Bill Rowand donated vintage paving 
brick from a nearby site to replace those broken and damaged. 

Broadway Receives Rock Island 
Preservation Society Award 

  The Broadway Historic District Association will host a Window 
Restoration Workshop, Saturday, July 10 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
at the property owned by Paul Magnuson and Deb Kuntzi, 1929 9th 
Avenue, Rock Island. 
  The workshop will focus on all aspects of restoring and caring for 
wood windows. It will be presented by Bill Rowand of Renaissance 
Construction, Rock Island. 
  The schedule for the event is: 
9:00 AM Tools and supplies for window restoration. 
9:30 AM  Discussion of how to remove sash units from window 
 opening.  
10:00 AM  Repairing of wooden sashes. 
10:30 AM  Instruction on re-roping and installing wooden sashes. 
11:00 – 
12:00 PM  Care and maintenance of windows after restoration 
                  and discussion of wooden storms and replacement 
                  windows. 

“How-To”  Window Workshop 
Planned for July 

Pool Par ty Date Announced 
  Mark your calendars for Sunday, August 22. That’s the date for the 
swim party at Whitewater Junction sponsored by BHDA.  Hours 
will be 6pm – 8pm with no rain date. 
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  The Rock Island Preservation Society presented an in-ground 
plaque to the Broadway Historic District Association recently in 
recognition of their award for restoring the brick sidewalk on 23rd 
Street between 6th and 7th Avenues. From left are Ed Hanna, Presi-
dent, BHDA; Cameron Carothers, project foreman; Diana Alm, 
RIPS; Daryl Empen, RIPS; and Dan Carothers, project supervisor, 
BHDA and Kodiak Site Contractors. See story on page one. 

Neighborhood Partners– 
“Over the Fence”  Program 
 
  “Over the Fence”  is a series of programs, seminars, gatherings, and 
activities designed to reinforce and teach concepts of what it means 
to be a good neighbor and/or a model neighborhood.  Part of the 
series is “Ten Tips to Get to Know Your Neighbor.”   By using one 
of the tips below you can qualify to win a quarterly prize.  The next 
drawing will be September 15.   To get an entry form, call 732-
2900, go to www.rigov.org, or complete the coupon in the newspa-
per. You could be the next winner.  Contest is open to City of Rock 
Island residents only. 
 
Ten Tips To Get To Know Your  Neighbor  
1. Say “Hi.”  
2. Share your garden bounty. 
3. Take a walk. 
4. Check regularly on elderly and disabled neighbors. 
5. Participate in neighborhood events. 
6. Welcome new neighbors with a greeting, a treat, or a help-
 ing hand. 
7. Shop in neighborhood businesses. 
8. Maintain your house and yard as points of pride. 
9. Share the history of your neighborhood. 
10.  Offer or ask for help. 
 
  The Ten Tips list will be advertised throughout the year in various 
ways, such as newspapers, newsletters, billboards and more. In 
some formats, the Tips come with entry forms to win prizes. Each 
quarter (March 15, June 15, September 15 and December 15) a pair 
of neighbors will be drawn from those entries submitted that have 
used one of the Ten Tips to meet somebody new.  
  Other programs for 2004 will include curb appeal makeovers, 
neighborhood organization and identity, and clarifying points of 
pride for your neighborhood and the city. Capacity Building Task 
Force members developing these programs include: Bill Roderick, 
chair; Nancy Hanna, vice-chair; Diana Alm; Martha Dismer; Kurt 
Frank; Dan Clem; Gena McCullough; William Nelson; Rick 
Newswander; Kai Swanson; Vince Thomas and Karen Williams. 

  The Local Historic District Committee held it’ s final informational 
meeting on April 28 and is now in the stage of collecting signatures 
for the petition.   
 
  The goal of creating a local historic district has been part of Broad-
way’s master plan for many years and consistently ranks high as a 
priority at the annual neighborhood meeting. A local historic district 
will help ensure that future exterior changes will be made in an ap-
propriate manner as provided in Rock Island’s Preservation Ordi-
nance. The ordinance is designed to preserve the existing elements 
of a historic district or landmarked property.  It is not a restoration 
ordinance. It does not require anyone to do anything. In fact, re-
placements in kind, including replacement of existing artificial sid-
ing or vinyl windows with similar materials, do not require advance 
approval from Preservation Commission. 
 
  To volunteer to help collect signatures or for more information, 
contact Deb Kuntzi  at 786-3927; Jeff McKinley at 793-1060; or 
Dan Carothers at 786-5768. 

  At the June meeting the BHDA board approved to continue to  
co-op the 50/50 programs offered by the City of Rock Island for 
sidewalk and tree replacement. Funds are available on a first-come/
first-serve basis. The association will pickup half of the owner’s 
cost for replacement of sidewalks, so the owner is paying only 1/4 
of the total cost , and the full cost to the owner for trees, the owner 
will receive their tree free.  Contact Jeff McKinley at 793-1060. 

Tell On Your Neighbor 
 
  The Rock Island Beautification Commission is accepting nomina-
tions for the most attractive, best-kept lawns in Rock Island for this 
year’s “Tell On Your Neighbor”  contest. 
 
  The contest encourages citizens to write in about people they know 
whose yards stand out with colorful floral displays, bushes and 
plants. 
 
  The commission will honor winners with a certificate of recogni-
tion at a future city council meeting. Previous award winning yards 
(1999 or later) are not eligible for recognition. 
 
  To submit a nomination, send your name, your neighbor’s name 
and address, and a brief description of what makes the yard stand 
out.  Entries should be sent to the Beautification Commission, City 
of Rock Island, 1528 3rd Avenue, Rock Island, IL 61201. Deadline 
for nominations is 5pm July 2. 

Local Historic District Committee 
Collecting Signatures 

Co-op Funds Available for Trees/Sidewalks 
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  Broadway volunteers again this year helped in the Rock Island 
Spring Clean-up by picking up tires in streets and alleys. Approxi-
mately 100 tires were removed from Broadway. 

Board Elections In October 
  Do you want to become more active in your neighborhood?  Three 
board positions will be open in October.  Board meetings are on the 
third Thursday of the month. Contact the nominating committee: Ed 
Hanna, 794-1712; Sue Carothers, 786-5768; or Mary Littig 793-
1865 to place your name on the ballot. 

  Rock Island was honored as one of the nation’s newest communi-
ties to receive the Preserve America designation. The Preserve 
America initiative is part of a new White House effort to promote 
and preserve the culture and national heritage of communities. 
 
   According to the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the 
goals of the initiative include: 
 • Greater shared knowledge about the nation’s past; 
 • Strengthened regional identities and local pride; 
 • Increased local participation in preserving the country’s cultural 
and natural heritage assets; 
 • Support for the economic vitality of communities. 
 
   The RI community benefits from this designation by receiving 
national attention for many of its preservation accomplishments. In 
addition, communities meeting the Preserve America criteria are 
eligible to apply for grant opportunities included in the Bush Ad-
ministration’s fiscal year 2005 budget. Matching grant funds would 
be allocated on a competitive basis to projects that preserve and 
utilize important historic resources for purposes of promoting heri-
tage tourism and economic revitalization. For more information 
about Rock Island’s historic preservation efforts, visit the city’s 
Website or contact Jill Doak, Urban Planner II 732-2900. 

First Lady Laura Bush designates RI 
"Preserve America" Community 

Broadway Website Used As Educational Tool 
  The Broadway Historic District website has been helpful as an 
educational tool in Granby, Colorado. Jean Dasso, Broadway resi-
dent, reported that a friend of hers teaches Home Economics in 
Granby. The friend used the Broadway website when teaching ar-
chitectural design within a housing unit. She introduced her students 
to the website for technology quiz of housing descriptions. The stu-
dents would identify a style then research the characteristics and 
origin. The Broadway historic architecture provided the basis for 
their design projects and has become a part of the curriculum. 

  During National Historic Preservation Week, the Rock Island Pres-
ervation Society recognized several Broadway projects for their 
contribution to historic preservation. The Awards and Certificates of 
Recognition were presented by Mayor Mark Schwiebert at the May 
17 City Council Meeting. 
 
  Awards were presented to: 
 
M ichelle Funke, 1215 20th Street 
  During the past year the renovation has included tearing off and 
replacing the old roof with architectural shingles and replacement of 
gutters. A four-color paint scheme subtly emphasizes the architec-
tural features of this American Foursquare home. 
 
  Old screens hiding the front porch were removed, and steep rotting 
steps, plain 2x4 railings and deteriorated under-porch skirting, were 
replaced with new yet appropriate features. Energy was addressed 
with blown-in insulation and new wood storm windows. 
 
The Tuscan Group for  the Anastasia Murphy House, 2207-09 
7th Avenue 
  A museum quality exterior restoration of the landmarked 1870s 
home that is being converted to condominiums was completed. A 
historically appropriate front porch was created and an architectur-
ally compatible carriage house/garage was constructed to serve the 
four new condos in the building. 
 
  RIPS also recognized the City of Rock Island for its timely and 
appropriate use of Tax Increment Financing to enable a new life for 
this previously endangered building. 

Rock Island Economic Growth Corporation, 1301 17th Street 
  The condition of this home in Broadway was so poor that complete 
rehabilitation was required to make it livable and save it from future 
demolition. Exterior work included a new roof, gutter system, exte-
rior painting as well as some new windows. 
 
Certificates of Recognition were presented to: 
·  Donna Rogers, cottage behind 603 23rd Street 
·  Dr. Francy Ricketts, 2208 7th Avenue 

Broadway Projects Recognized by Rock Island Preservation Society 

  List your home for sale on the Broadway Website...email 
edhanna@netexpress.net or call Ed Hanna, 794-1712. FSBO and 
realtor listing accepted. 

Home for Sale...List it on the Web 
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  Visitors line up to see the home of Ken and Amy Bratsch at this 
year’s Broadway Tour of Homes. Four homes and the parish house 
at First Lutheran Church were featured.  

  The committee would like to extend thanks to all of the neighbor-
hood for sprucing up your properties for the annual tour of homes.  
The tour was held on Sunday, May 16, and the neighborhood looked 
great. Two historic trolleys toured the neighborhood continuously 
from 11am until 5pm, and over 900 people visited the neighborhood 
that day.   
  Special thanks to the volunteers who “manned”  the houses, those 
who donated baked goods for the cake walk, and the homeowners 
who opened their houses: Ken and Amy Bratsch; Jason and Lori 
Wheeler; Jeff and Pamela Kennerly Ignatius; and Rita Pillard.   
The First Lutheran Church Parish House was also open and added to 
the festivities. 
  The committee is already making plans for next year.  Would you 
be interested in helping on the committee or opening your home for 
the tour?  If so, contact Mary Littig at 793-1865 or Jeff McKinley at 
793-1060. 

Tour of Homes Committee Thanks All 

Boulevard Plantings Require Permit 
  Before planting any trees on the boulevard, please contact the Pub-
lic Works Department for a permit.  Boulevards are City property 
and as such are governed by city ordinance. 

   A bronze memorial plaque and tree have been placed at Chippian-
nock Cemetery in honor of Suzanne Curry. Suzanne was very in-
volved in the research of the people portrayed in Epitaphs at Chippi-
annock Cemetery.  She was also instrumental in researching the 
history of the homes for Broadway’s Annual Tour of Homes. 
    At the time of her death, Suzanne was conducting research on the 
individuals who will be portrayed at this year’s Epitaphs, which will 
be performed in conjunction with the Grand Excursion. Ten people 
who were part of the original excursion will be portrayed by actors 
in a performance of historical vignettes on Saturday, June 26. 
  The cemetery is located at 2901 12th Street, Rock Island. You©ll 
find the Ginko tree and the plaque about 150ft east of the main of-
fice, on the south side of the main road, right next to the road.  We 
will think of Suzanne every time we stroll by.  

Yard of the Month Program 
Honors Homeowners 
 
  Each month throughout the spring and summer, Rock Island Clean 
and Beautiful Commissioners nominate and vote for the best look-
ing yard in the City of Rock Island. A monthly certificate is pre-
sented to the homeowner voted to have the most creative landscap-
ing and aesthetically pleasing yard. The winner of the award is pre-
sented with a large blue ribbon sign to display in their yard for the 
remainder of the month, and is also photographed by the Rock Is-
land Argus.  

Local Preservationist/Historian Honored 

Home Improvement


