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Board Meetings are usually held on the third Thursday of each 
month. If you wish to attend a meeting, please contact a board 
member for the time and date for the next meeting. 

The Broadway Board 

Reali ty is for those without imagination – 
  Bumper sticker, downtown Rock Island 
  Broadway’s reali ty is pretty good – beautiful homes, great 
neighbors, responsive city staff & services…but if your imagina-
tion took flight, where would it lead Broadway?  
  Share your dreams for Broadway at the upcoming Vision Meet-
ing on Thursday, February 15.  Everyone gets to share their 
thoughts and concerns about our neighborhood, perhaps ranging 
from problems with trash, to neighborhood improvements, to pro-
moting Broadway as a tourist attraction.  Lively discussion with 
neighbors about shared problems and goals prioritizes our efforts.   
Working together and exchanging ideas help us find the means to 
our goals. 
  Be part of Broadway’s success – join with your friends and 
neighbors to envision our neighborhood’s path to the future.   
Thursday, February 15th at 6:30pm at the Broadway Presbyterian 
Church, corner of 7th Ave & 23rd St.  

Vision Meeting to Plan 
Broadway Goals 

Chad Johnson, left, and Sandra Doran, right, landscaping archi-
tects with Shive-Hattery present the proposed plan for 17th Street. 

  Can you imagine 17th Street with a canopy of trees and a riot of 
color at each intersection? The City wants to improve the appear-
ance of main streets through Rock Island by planting trees, shrub-
bery, and perennials, and 17th Street is the kick-off for this pro-
gram!  Jim Johnson, City Engineer, and representatives from 
Shive-Hattery Engineers presented a landscaping plan to 17th 
Street neighbors at January’s board meeting. The cost to purchase 
and install all of the trees, plantings and materials will be paid for 
by the City.  The city needs to have permission of the property 
owners to proceed with the plans since many of the trees will be 
planted outside of the city’s easement.  The homeowners will be 
asked to water the trees and maintain the flowerbeds.   The land-
scape architects and the homeowners will work together to fine-
tune the plan for each specific property.  Seventeenth Street 
homeowners will be receiving letters soon explaining the plans 
and will need to return the permission/agreement form.  Those 
who were not able to attend the meeting can call Jim Johnson at 
732-2200 to talk about their specific property and concerns.   
  Broadway just keeps getting better and better!  Thanks, City of 
Rock Island! And thanks to the 17th Street residents for their co-
operation! 

City to Fund 17th Street 
Landscaping Project  

  “Our 2nd annual Holiday Tour of Homes was a big success; 160 
people toured the 3 homes and 2 churches featured.  The homes 
were beautifully decorated and the Broadway Presbyterian Church 
and First Lutheran Church Parish House were a wonderful addi-
tion to the tour.  The committee would like to thank all who do-
nated cookies and volunteered at the homes and churches.  A spe-
cial thanks goes to the homeowners who opened up their homes 
for the benefit of Broadway.”  
  “As chairperson, I would like to especially thank the committee 
for doing such a good job.  The special events in Broadway would 
not be as successful without you,” said Deb Magnuson. 

Holiday Tour of Homes “Big Success”  
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Rock I sland, I L  

  Almost all of us are reeling from this month’s utili ty bil l.  And 
there seems to be no end in sight.  As we drop our thermostats and 
make temporary fixes to our homes’ worst energy loss locations, 
our thoughts turn to what our budgets and maintenance plans will 
allow us to do.  It would seem that the same thought has occurred 
to local vinyl replacement siding & window companies.  Dinner is 
interrupted almost daily as they try to pitch their wares to us.  Be 
aware, though, that they have littl e interest in your historic home 
and probably do not have the products that are best suited for our 
homes.  A substantial investment in replacement windows, siding, 
or the wrong insulation may not be the answer to your high gas 
bill .  In fact, poor choices made now could not only eliminate pay-
back on your investment but may also cause considerable damage 
that could cost you in the future. Arm yourself with all the infor-
mation available before you make decisions based on a salesman’s 
phone call or the "home improvement" industry’s advertising.  
  The National Park Service has a series of Preservation Briefs that 
address siding, windows, and insulation, as well as many other 
subjects.  These articles are practical and detailed.  They are not 

Don’t Let High Heating Bill s Force Hasty Decisions 

  You’ve heard your neighbors talk about it and it sounds like a lot 
of fun, but you’ve never done it. Well , now’s your chance – sign 
up to attend the Broadway Historic District Association’s annual 
Porch Party! This year’s event will be 1 to 4 p.m., Sunday, Febru-
ary 25. The idea is to bring neighbors together at a time when 
we’re all li kely to be hibernating from winter. And best of all , it’s 
free and includes refreshments!  
  Each guest will be invited to visit two Broadway homes. You’ ll 
receive an invitation to the first house prior to the event. Then, 
you’ ll get the location of the second home while you’re at the 
party.  
  Everyone is welcome to participate as a guest, or if you would 
like, you can serve as a host by opening up your home to several 
of your neighbors. To be included on the guest list, or to volunteer 
as a host, please call Bob or Barb Braun at 788-1769 by Feb. 11. 

The Mother’s Day Tour Committee is in need of homes to open 
this year.  Please consider opening your home.   Have you thought 
about opening, but are too timid? Don’ t be.  The committee will 
give you all the help and guidance you want.  It is a fun day and 
Broadway’s main fund raising event of the year. Contact Deb 
Magnuson at 786-3927. 

Are you wanting to shed that siding on your home, but don’ t have 
the manpower to do it? Broadway’s Great Unveil ing event is 
scheduled for April 21st.  Last year’s event unveiled a beauty.  
What is hiding under your siding just waiting to be appreciated? 
Contact Bill Rowand at 788-2473 for further information.   

written with a “historic preservation at all costs” attitude.  Modern 
technologies and materials are analyzed for what is useful and 
efficient in homes that were built 50 to 150 years ago.  The briefs 
are available online at <www2.cr.nps.gov>, select “Historic 
Buildings” , then “Preservation Briefs” .   The Davenport Main 
Library has copies on their shelf.  Other resources to check with 
are the City of Rock Island Economic Development department, 
Preservation Commission, and the many historic home magazines, 
such as “Old House Journal.”   Time spent in research will pay-off!  

Warm up at February Porch Party 

Mother’s Day Committee Seeks Homes 

Need Siding Removed? —Call for the 
“Great Unveili ng” this Spring 

Is the sidewalk in front of your home broken, shifted, hazardous?  
Call Kay Whitley at 732-2224 to find out about the City sidewalk 
repair program.  Under this cost-sharing program, a homeowner 
would pay under $50 to have a 4ft by 5ft section of sidewalk re-
placed.  But HURRY!  Funds for the program are limited, and par-
ticipation is on a first come, first served basis.  

City Program Shares Cost with Homeowners 


