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  Cross the threshold to the past this Mother’s Day, May 11, 2003 at 
the annual Mother’s Day Tour of Homes in the Broadway Historic 
District of Rock Island, Illinois.  Doors to five historic homes will 
be thrown wide open to the hundreds of visitors who attend this 
annual event.  As people have come to expect, the homes featured 
this year will highlight the bnd of modern family life with historic 
architecture and interiors. 
This year’s homes are: 
* 541 23rd Street, owned by Jeff McKinley and Dan Clem, as our 
“House In Progress”  
*  536 23rd Street, owned by Bill and Wendy Rowand 
*  901 21st Street, owned by Dean and Stephanie Thomer 
*  1231 21st Street, owned by Gary and Linda Rowe 
*  1230 22nd Street, owned by Norm and Louise Schultz 
and as a bonus, 2207/2209 7th Avenue, The Anastasia Murphy 
House, owned by The Tuscan Group. 
  To many, Mother’s Day has to include the annual tour of the beau-
tiful homes and neighborhood of Broadway.  Actors portraying the 
homes’  original owners will greet visitors at the door of each home.  
An old fashioned trolley will transport guests around the neighbor-
hood with a narrated tour of the Broadway Historic District.  
  The lot at 20th Street and 8th Avenue will again be transformed 
into “Broadway Square”  and will feature live music and refresh-
ments, including kettle corn, grilled pork chop sandwiches, and 
fresh lemonade.  An old fashioned cakewalk will be from 1 p.m. to 
3 p.m. Horse drawn carriage rides will be available. 
  The Tour of Homes is from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday, May 
11th.  Admission on the day of the tour is $10.00 donation per per-

son, with free admission for children under 13 accompanied by an 
adult.  Tickets can be purchased in advance at a discounted price of  
$7.00 at any of the Quad City area Eagle Food Centers.   
  Proceeds from the event will benefit the Broadway Historic Dis-
trict Association, a not-for-profit organization dedicated to educat-
ing visitors and residents about the history and architecture of the 
neighborhood. The Tour is not handicapped accessible.  Interior 
photos and video are prohibited.  For more information call (309) 
786-5768 or visit www.broadwaydistrict.org.  

Annual Mother’s Day Tour of Homes-“Doorways to the Past”  

Linc-N-Arts Activities Slated 

Linc-N-Arts, a partnership among the School/Community Task 
Force of Neighborhood Partners, the Broadway and Greenbush 
Neighborhoods, and Lincoln Elementary School, is embarking on 
its second year of neighborhood related art activities for Lincoln 
students.  The collaboration exists to foster enriched hands-on 
experiences in the arts for children at Lincoln, as well as to 
strengthen the ties between the school and the neighborhoods it 
serves. 

Broadway volunteers arrived at the collection point with a load of 
tires during Rock Island’s Spring Clean-up Week. This trailer of 
tires was collected in Broadway. From left are Ed Hanna, Jan 
Hood, Sue Carothers and Dan Carothers. 
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  In keeping with Broadway's ongoing efforts to help educate resi-
dents and visitors, brass plaques are being sold.  The plaque will 
be placed on the front façade of your house and will display a 
home's date of construction and early historical information, such 
as original owner or landmark status. The price is $75.00.  You 
will also need to have documented proof of age and historical in-
formation.  Drive by 839 23rd St or 536 23rd St to see one in 
place. Questions? Call 786-5768. 

Arts 
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Volunteers Needed   
This is one of the five homes on this year’s Broadway Mother’s Day 
Tour of Homes. If you would like to volunteer to help, call Sue Ca-
rothers at 786-5768. 
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 Artist Gloria Burlingame, a Broadway resident, will lead this 
year’s art activities. Continuing the theme of increasing under-
standing and appreciation of one’s surroundings through learnin 
g about the architecture and history of significant neighborhood 
structures, Ms. Burlingame has planned multiple activities for stu-
dents. 
 
 Sixth graders will be treated to a four-session art class entitled 
“Ar(t)chitecture” .  The class will open with instruction on archi-
tectural history, with special reference to homes in the Broadway 
district. Students then will make drawings (blueprints) of the 
homes they wish to build, construct them from cardboard, and 
paint them. Volunteers from the Broadway neighborhood are help-
ing by preparing materials for the class.  
 
 As a part of their study of the Civil War, Lincoln fifth graders will 
focus attention on neighborhood homes with ties to the Civil War. 
A walking tour to view nearby Civil War era structures, as well as 
computer research, information from local experts regarding this 
historical period, and a culminating art activity will round out the 
study.  
 
 For all primary and intermediate students, Ms. Burlingame will 
expand the neighborhood theme beyond architecture, and encour-
age children to incorporate neighborhood themes of personal inter-
est or supportive of classroom studies into the making of their own 
individual collages.   
 
 A school/neighborhood celebration will be held on the Lincoln 
School grounds on Wednesday, May 28, from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. A 
free picnic supper will be provided for all Lincoln students and 
their families, Lincoln staff, and all people living within the Lin-
coln School boundary. The completed art projects will be show-
cased, and there will be games and activities for children.   
 
 Anyone interested in volunteering to help with the art projects or 
the picnic and games should contact Mary Littig at 793-1865.   
 
 This Linc-N-Arts project is supported by Quad City ArtsDollars$: 
Community Access to the Arts funds provided by the Illinois Arts 

Do you appreciate the atmosphere of an historic neighbor-
hood? Do you value our community’s history and its archi-
tecture? Then membership in the Rock Island Preservation 
Society might be right for you. 
 
  The Rock Island Preservation Society (RIPS) is just con-
cluding its annual membership drive, so sign up before it is 
too late. Dues are $10 per person per year, and the only 
source of funding for this not-for-profit organization. 
 
  Activities and accomplishments from 2002 will give you an 
indication of what your membership might include or sup-
port: 
 
x � Presented annual Preservation Awards in May 
x � Produced weekly Postcards from Home column for the Rock 

Island Argus and Moline Dispatch (Some of the postcard arti-
cles are available online at http://www.iltrails.org/rockisland/) 

x � Received statewide honors from Landmarks Preservation 
Council of Illinois for Postcards from Home 

x � Conducted outdoor walking tour of Rock Island’s Park View 
area at June meeting 

x � Conducted outdoor walking tour of Sears Town area (near 
Black Hawk Park) at August meeting 

x � Produced and staffed bus tours for all attendees of the QC 
Botanical Center’s annual June garden tour 

x � Created & staffed How to Research Your Home workshop at 
Rock Island County Historical Society Library at October 
meeting 

x � Provided research, writing & photos for the Quad Cities 
Convention & Visitor’s Bureau new Historic Quad Cities 
tourist book 

x �  
  “We welcome your active participation in the Rock Island 
Preservation Society, but please support us even if you can’ t 
be active,”  said Diane Oestreich, co-president and member-
ship chairwoman of RIPS. “We e-mail meeting reminders as 

Consider a Membership in the Rock Island 
Preservation Society 
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The long-anticipated Grand Opening for Whitewater Junction 
has been scheduled for Saturday, May 24, 2003. At press time, 
final details remained to be confirmed, but expect free give-
aways and food specials to be part of the fun! 
 
 Whitewater Junction is the new family aquatic center located at 
Longview Park. The aquatic center may be accessed via two 
park entrances: 18th Avenue at 16th Street and 17th Street at 13th 
Avenue. Whitewater Junction features a zero depth to nine feet 
pool, two waterslides, two drop slides, tumble buckets, tea cup 
and a tot slide. 
 
 Please see the box to the right for hours of operation and admis-
sion rates. 
 
 Whitewater Junction Policies 
 
 Re-entry 
Guests who wish to leave and re-enter Whitewater Junction will 
need to get wristbands, which are available at the admissions 
desk. Wristbands that are damaged or taken off will not be hon-
ored. If guests fail to follow this procedure, they will be asked to 
pay full admission to re-enter. 
 
 Age Requirement 
Guests under the age of nine must be accompanied by an adult or 
guardian. The adult or guardian must be 16 years or older. 
 
 Coolers 
Coolers or outside food and beverage will not be permitted into 
the facility. 
 
 Slide Requirements 
Anyone wanting to use the slides must be a minimum of 48”  tall. 
In addition to the height requirement the drop slides will also 
require a deep end swim test. 
 
 Swim Diaper  
Any child under three must wear a swim diaper. Diapers are 
available for purchase at Whitewater Junction. 
 
 Youth Groups/Day Camps 
Youth groups must be affiliated with an organization and have at 
least 30 people. One counselor to eight children is required. 
Groups must give two weeks notice prior to visitation. This spe-
cial group rate is available Monday through Friday, 11:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Whitewater Junction reserves the right to limit the 
number of groups based on safety and security requirements. 
The group rate is $4.00 per person. 
 
 Rental Information 
 
 Bir thday Par ties 
The Boxcar Party is hosted during open swim hours. Reservation 
must be made in advance. Private rentals are also available. The 
Boxcar Party costs $75 and will include the following: admis-
sion for up to ten children and two adult supervisors, 1.5 hours 
reserved on the picnic table for presents and food, and a hot dog, 

fountain pop, and popcorn for each child. 
 
 The Par ty Train Pr ivate Rentals 
$200 for 2 hours groups of 50 and less 
$225 for groups of 100 or less  
$250 for groups of 150 or less 
Concession stand can remain open for an additional $35 plus food 
cost. 
 
 Please contact the RIFAC Manager 732-7437 for more informa-
tion or to schedule your party. 

Whitewater Junction-Aquatic Center to Open May 24 

  This year’s Broadway Great Unveiling”  featured a sidewalk in-
stead of a house. Broadway volunteers gathered to unveil this 
brick sidewalk in the 600 block of 23rd Street. First the dirt and 
sod that had covered the sidewalk was removed . Then volunteers 
removed the bricks, added fill to bring the renovated sidewalk up 
to grade and then replaced the bricks to give the old sidewalk a 
new lease on life. 

well as minutes of our meetings. Our quarterly newsletter is 
sent by regular mail.”    
 
  Meetings are held the third Tuesday of each month, usually 
starting at 7 p.m. An exception to that schedule is planned for 
this April’s meeting, which will be held on Thursday, April 
10 at 7 p.m. This is a joint meeting with the Moline Preserva-
tion Society and will feature Betsy Brodahl giving a personal-
ized tour of the Weyerhaeuser mansion, now Augustana Col-
lege’s House on the Hill, 3052 10th Avenue, Rock Island.   
 
  If you are interested in becoming a member of RIPS, please 
contact Diane Oestreich at 788-1845 or e-mail her at 
oestreich@qconline.com. 

RIPS 
Continued from page 2 
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Broadway on the Web...www.broadwaydistr ict.org 

The city of Rock Island will again be offering two cost sharing 
programs for its citizens, the 50/50 Tree Planting Program and the 
50/50 Sidewalk/Curb Replacement Program. These programs be-
gin in May, and will continue as long as there is sufficient fund-
ing.  
The programs allow property owners to pay just 50% of the cost to 
plant a new tree, or to replace sidewalk or curb in the public right-
of-way. Engineering Division staff will determine if boulevard 
areas will accommodate the trees requested, and what sections of 
public sidewalk and curb qualify for the respective programs. 
Trees will be planted in the fall with follow-up maintenance in the 
spring. The city will contract to plant the tree, place mulch, and 

City Offers 50/50 Program 

Broadway volunteers replace bricks in the sidewalk on 23rd Street 
between 6th and 7th Avenues. The project was the Broadway His-
toric District’s “Great Unveiling”  project this year. The sidewalk 
had been covered by up to a foot of dirt and sod for many years. 

maintain the tree until it has been determined the tree is effec-
tively established. 
 The tree program currently has eight species to choose from, but 
additional species can be submitted for review. The 12 approved 
species include red maple, sugar maple, pin oak, red oak, ginkgo, 
thornless honey locust, columnar (Norway) maple, Amur maple, 
three-flowered maple, Shantung maple, witch hazel and little leaf 
linden.  
 To participate in the 50/50 Tree Program or Sidewalk/Curb Pro-
gram, property owners must call the Engineering Division of the 
Public Works Department at 732-2200. Job parameters and cost 
will be determined and then a bill will be sent to the property 
owner to cover 50% of the cost. When the city has received pay-
ment from the property owner, this work will be scheduled with 
the private contractor. Depending upon citizen enrollment and 
timeliness in applying for these programs, every attempt will be 
made to accomplish work prior to December 31, 2003. 

This home at 901 21st Street is one of the featured homes on this 
year’s Mother’s Day Tour of Homes. Five homes are open for the 
Broadway Historic District Association’s annual event. 


